
From the Kansas City Business Journal:
http://www.bizjournals.com/kansascity/news/2016/06/22/husch-
management-shares-big-picture-on-latest.html

Husch management shares big 
picture on latest merger
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Management of Husch Blackwell LLP
said its pending merger with Wisconsin-
based Whyte Hirschboek Dudek SC is a 
prime example of what the firm will seek 
as part of its ongoing growth strategy.

Husch Blackwell CEO Greg Smith said 
Whyte Hirschboek Dudek (WHD) checks 
off all the boxes the firm is looking to fill:

It added high-quality talent Husch is 
proud to call partners.
It fulfills the goal of building scale and 
adding depth around key industries, 
such as energy and natural resources, 
financial services, food and 
agribusiness, health care, life sciences, 
education, real estate, development, 
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Greg Smith is CEO of Husch Blackwell 
LLP.

construction, technology, 
manufacturing and transportation.
It adds to the firm’s geography, giving it 
a strong presence in southern Wisconsin and adding several more 
lawyers in Chicago.
It’s also a nice cultural fit because WHD shares the same Midwestern 
values of always putting the client first and delivering value.

“In order to be efficient, you’ve got to have scale,” Smith said. “Not 
only that, clients are increasingly demanding that you have that kind of 
depth and scale for them to trust you with their increasingly 
sophisticated legal matters.”

The legal industry continues to consolidate, he said, and Husch 
Blackwell certainly will be in the mix looking for dance partners. Given 
the motivations behind WHD CEO Paul Eberle's decision to merge, 
Husch Blackwell should find plenty of opportunity.

“We have clients based in Wisconsin with operations in other parts of 
the country,” Eberle said. “In the past, we’d have to retain local counsel 
or say that we couldn’t help a client because we don’t have people 
who can do the work they need in St. Louis, Kansas City, Colorado, 
Texas or wherever. But now we can do that work, too. In addition to 
just the geography, we’ve got really talented lawyers in those markets 
doing great work. So for us as the firm coming on board to the Husch 
Blackwell platform, it’s all really positive.”

WHD has nearly 150 lawyers and a total of 233 employees in offices in 
Milwaukee, Madison and Waukesha, Wis., and in Chicago. Combined 
with Husch Blackwell, it will create a firm with 717 attorneys and 1,504 
total employees, with offices in 19 cities. It will have combined annual 
revenue of $346 million, making it one of the nation's top 100 grossing 
law firms.

James Dornbrook
Reporter 
Kansas City Business Journal
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